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Identifying Descriptors for Microbial Colony Growth on Agar

"To the untrained eye, microbial colonies growing on agar may look very much alike. However, any characteristic that
allows one to tell the difference between one colony type and the other may be used. The following list of descriptive terms
and diagrams is meant only as a guide to help make a distinction between colonies. If none of these terms “fit” a particular
colony, feel free to use whatever word will allow that colony type to be recognized if seen again.

Topography or Elevation of Colonies (Appearance)

Convex Umbonate Plateau Flat
(“fried egg”)
Raised Irregular Cratered
(“dimpled”)
— - - a - .
Raised, Flat, with “Gumdrop” ‘ Growth into the agar
spreading edge raised margin like

l Edge Mwmgy (Shape).of Colonies .

Smooth Rhizoid Raised Lobate
entire “wooly” spreading
edge II
Irregular Filamentous Fibrous
wavy branched “wooly”

Irregular and Round, Wrinkled Filamentous
spreading scalloped rhizoid

Colony Texture/Consistency
| Smooth | Mucus-like [] Dry

[] Rough __| Fibrous | Granular

Colony Color — Description

Color of the media in the area where the culture is growing and/or color of the colony
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