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Macroinvertebrate Identification Sheet Set Key

1. Ao Hasashell ..o Snail

B. Doesnothaveashell. ... ... . go to 2

2. AL Segmented legs . ..o goto3

B. Nosegmented legs ... ....oooiii e goto4

3 A. Worm-like, small posterior legs, often C-shaped, ¥2"long ................... ... . ... Midge Larva

B. Notasabove .. .. ... goto$

4. A. Slender worm-like appearance . ............ .o Aquatic worm

B. Can be up to 3” long. May have fleshy, finger-like extensions atoneend. .............. Cranefly larva

5.A. Useswings tofly . ..o oo goto6

B. Doesnotusewingstofly ....... ... .o goto7

6. A. Wings vertical at rest, long tail-like appendages ............ ... ... .. oo Mayfly adult

B. Wings horizontal atrest, large eyes . ........ ... o i i Dragonfly adult

7oA. Sixtrue legs . ..o goto9

B. More than six true legs . .. ... goto 8

8. A. Looks like small lobster, 2 large frontclaws. ........ ... ... o i i Crayfish

B. Looks like small shrimp, swims quickly onitsside. ......... ... Scud

9. A. Body, oval and flat, head and legs concealed beneath body . ................ .. ... ... Water penny

B. Body longer thanitiswide ....... ... .. go to 10

10. A. Two or three distinct long “tails” . ... ... e goto 1l

B. Notasabove ... ... goto 13

11. A. 'Two “tails,” may have hair-like gills under thorax . ................... ... ... ..., Stonefly nymph

B. More than two “tails” .. ... goto 12

12. A. Up to 2”7 in length, “tails” (actually gills) more paddle-like................. ... ... Damselfly nymph

B. Upto 1”inlength, longslender tails ......... .. ... . o i Mayfly nymph

13. A. Beetle-like body. . . ..ot go to 14

B. Body not beetle-shaped. ......... .. . goto 15

14. A. Swimsslowlyonbottom . ....... ... . Riffle beetle

B. Swims on backside with oar-like strokes. . ......... ... o i Backswimmer

15. A. Fatabdomen, large eyes,upto2”inlength............. ... .. ... ... . ... Dragonfly nymph

B. Notasabove . ... ... goto 16

16. A. May be hiding in a case made of sand, gravel, or plant material . .................... Caddisfly larva

B. Notasabove . ... ... goto 17

17. A. Well defined lateral filaments from multiple abdominal segments . .. . .. Dobsonfly larva (Hellgrammite)

B. NOTaSaDOVE . o oottt goto 18

18. A. % to 1”7 long, distinct head, small legs. . ........ ... .. i i Beetle larva

B. Notasabove ... ... goto 19

19. A. Moves quickly along the surface of the water. .. .......... ... ... i ... Water strider
B. Often seen beneath the surface of the water

and uses strong pincher-like forelegs for grasping prey ............. ... ... ... Water scorpion
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