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Discover Life in the Soil Worksheet
Data Table

Name or Type 
of Organism Sketch or Description

Number 
Found

Post-Lab Questions (Answer on a separate sheet of paper.)

 1. Describe in detail the location and conditions around the soil sample obtained by your lab group.

 2. How many total organisms were extracted from your soil sample? Which type of organism was the most abundant?

 3. List factors that might prevent an accurate count of all the organisms that were originally in your soil sample.

 4. Compare and contrast the type and number of organisms found in your lab group’s soil sample to other groups’ samples. 
Which soil sample seems to have the most biodiversity? Give reasons for your answer.
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Common Soil Arthropods
Insect (Ant) Collembolan (Springtail) Dipluran

Mite (Oribatid) Mite (Predator) Spider

Pseudoscorpian Isopod Millipede

Centipede  Sample to show relative size
Mite
(Oribatid)

Mite
(Predator)

Millipede

Springtail


