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Name___________________________________________________

Microfossils Worksheet

Category of Microfossil ______________________
Sketches

Compare your specimens and sketches to images shown in Table 1.

Questions (Use a separate sheet of paper to answer the following questions.)

  1.	 What key features (size, shape, markings, textures, etc.) of this microfossil provides key evidence as to its identity?

  2.	 What structure of the organism formed the microfossil?

  3.	 Do you think this organism lived in a group or individually?

  4.	 Do you think this was a free-moving organism?

  5.	 Do any related marine species still exist today? Which ones?

  6.	 What is the likely mineral or chemical composition of this microfossil?
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Microfossils Worksheet
Post-Lab Questions
  1.	 Which categories of microfossils were most commonly found by your group? What about the class?

  2.	 Give possible reasons why microfossils in some categories may be more abundant than others.

  3.	 List similarities and differences between the identified microfossil specimens.

Use a local library, textbook or the Internet to answer the following two questions:

  4.	 Besides the categories of organisms represented in Table 1, what other marine organisms (invertebrate or vertebrate) were 
also abundant during the Devonian Period, as evidenced from fossil specimens collected worldwide?

  5.	 Find reference information showing continent positions during the Devonian Period (about 400 MYA). Describe the 
global location/position of the underwater land mass.
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