
© 2019, Flinn Scientific, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reproduction permission is granted from Flinn Scientific, Inc. Batavia, Illinois, U.S.A. No part of this material 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including, but not limited to photocopy, recording, or any information 

storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from Flinn Scientific, Inc.

Name___________________________________________________

Post-Lab Questions
 1. How much NaOH is required to completely react with the PLA.

 2. Why is the Acidification step required?

 3. Describe the appearance of the plastic before it is placed in solution and after it is placed in the solution.

 4. Describe the appearance of the solution before the reaction starts and after the reaction is complete.

 5. What is the pH of the solution after the reaction stops and before any HCl is added?

 6. Does the plastic degrade under base hydrolysis conditions?

 7. Explain how the conversion of polylactic acid cups into a cleaning agent is an example of green chemistry in action.
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